
DCA & Honors Western Civilization 
Summer Assignment 2020 

 
Medeival Ages & Feudalism 

 
 
Students are to complete the following assignments in preparation for their entrance into DCA & 
Honors Western Civilization for the 2020 school year.  All work must be typed and submitted at 
the beginning of class on the first day of school, Tuesday, September 8th, 2020.  Each assignment 
must be clearly labeled.  Your teacher will show you how to electronically submit these 
assignments on the first day of school or when laptops are distributed. 
 
Students are STRONGLY encouraged to work on these assignments periodically throughout the 
summer.  Late assignments will be received, but NO CREDIT will be given, no exceptions.   
Each assignment is due on the first day of school.  You are to create a folder on your desktop 
labeled DCAYourLastName or HonorsYourLastName depending on which class you are taking.  
All assignments are to be placed in that folder to be submitted upon the teacher’s request the first 
day of school. 
 
The chapter text associated with the following assignments can be obtained from the same area 
of www.springfieldschools.com that was used to obtain this document. 

Due Dates:  All assignments are due Tuesday, September 8th, 2020, and electronically submitted 
at the beginning of class the first day of school.   

Assignment #1:  Chapter 8 Foundations of Medieval Europe and Chapter 9 Height 
of Medieval Civilization Vocabulary & People 

Assignment #2:  Section Review Completion  

Assignment #3:  Critical Thinking & Problem Solving Questions  

 Quiz Date:   
 
**Quiz Vocabulary & People:  You will have a vocabulary and people quiz during the first 
week upon returning to school. Your quiz date will be announced during the September 8th class, 
or a date will be announced via OnCourse earlier if the program is available to students.  
Students are required to have obtained their laptops already to be used during tests and quizzes.  
You will need to know the definition of each word, in addition to being able to identify situations 
that fall under the meaning of a given vocabulary word.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Assignment #1:  Foundations of Medieval Europe and Height of Medieval Civilization 
Vocabulary and People 

 
Requirements:  You are to explain the meaning of each word and/or person, which are 
terms associated with our Medeival Ages Chapters.  All information can and should be 
obtained from the chapter readings.  (DO NOT USE THE INTERNET, YOU WILL 
OBTAIN INCORRECT DEFINITIONS). 
   



Chapter 8:  Foundations of Medieval Europe 
Section 1:  The Germanic Kingdoms 
Charlemagne  Missi Dominici Parish   Tithe    
Illumination  Clovis   Charles Martel  
 
Section 2:  Feudal Society 
Feudalism  Knight   Lord   Vassal   
Feudal Contract Fief   Chivalry  Troubadour 
 
Section 3:  Life on the Manor 
Three-field System Trial by Combat Trial by Ordeal Manor 
Serf   Demesne  Baliff    
 
Section 4:  The Medieval Church 
Inquisition  Excommunication Simony  
 
 
Chapter 9:  The Height of Medieval Civilization 
Section 1:  Economic Patterns 
Hanseatic League Charter  Guild   Just Price 
Apprentice  Journeyman 
 
Section 2:  Medieval Culture 
Chanson de geste Dante   Geoffrey Chacuer Thomas Aquinas 
Roger Bacon  Flying Buttress Vernacular  Scholasticism 
Alchemist 
 
Section 3:  Expanding Horizons 
Seljuk Turks  Ubran II  Saladin  Crusade 
Usury   Bill of Exchange  
 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Assignment #2:  Section Review Responses 
 

Requirements:  You are to expand your knowledge of section readings and vocabulary.  You 
are to complete the following responses based on the sections listed, answering in full sentences.  
Each response must have examples supporting your analysis. 
 
In history, we use examples to support our opinions, theories, and conclusions.  You are required 
to do so throughout the school year, and it begins with these basic questions 
 
Chapter 8:  Foundations of Medieval Europe 
Section 1:  Germanic Kingdoms  (P. 165  #s 4 – 6) 
 
Section 2:  Feudal Society  (P. 171 #s 2 – 5) 
 
Section 3:  Life on the Manor  (P. 174 #s 3 – 5)   
 
Section 4:  The Medeival Church  (P. 177 #s 3 – 6)  
 
Chapter 9:  The Height of Medieval Civilization 
Section 1:  Economic Patterns  (P.185 #s  4 – 7) 



 
Section 2:  Medieval Culture  (P.191 #s  3 – 6) 
 
Section 3:  Expanding Horizons  (P.195 #s  4 – 7) 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Assignment #3:  Critical Thinking & Response Questions 

 
Rationale:  Each DCA & Honors Western Civilization student is required to learn how to 
support an argument and/or conclusion when analyzing historical events, people, and ideas that 
have created the world we live in today.  This is especially true when linking history through 
time and analyzing how it affects our daily life today (one of the main themes of our class!).     
 
Answers will be checked for plagiarism (taking someone else’s work and claiming it as your 
own).  Reminder, any plagiarized work will result in a “0” and a discipline referral.  Any student, 
who has questions regarding plagiarism should consult a writing manual, and/or contact their 
teacher via OnCourse if available.  Each question will be graded individually.   
 
For each of the questions/writing prompts below, you are to use the text provided with these 
assignments to analyze the information, expanding to include your own personal analysis and 
interpretation.  Answers must include the following: 
 

• Clear support using examples from the text (and from modern/personal life where 
applicable) 

• Minimum of 5 sentences per response 
• A response that addresses the entirety of the question posed, not just a part of it. 

 
Question #1:  How did the geography of Europe provide opportunities for the civilizations of the 
Medieval Ages to become thriving and successful?  Relate your response to examples that we 
can also see in today’s modern society. 
 
Question #2:  Explain the differences between Feudalism and modern Democracy, including the 
basis of each government and how they function. 
 
Question #3:  Compare and contrast the role of women in the Medieval Ages with the role of 
men.  How does this also relate to positions of power and authority in the structure of 
government, and seperately, the Church? 
 
Question #4:  Explain what you feel was most successful in potentially creating an opportunity 
for a civilization from the Medieval Ages time period to survive (longevity). 
 
Question #5:  Read “Through Their Eyes” on P. 188 of the text, part of Section 2:  Medieval 
Culture.  The reading reflects on “Chivalry” and the “Tales of Pilgrims” who were travelling 
through England.  Answer the following question, again making sure to cite examples supporting 
your response from both history and modern era if possible.  “How do The Canterbury Tales 
reflect the expanding horizons of the Middle Ages?” 
 
Question #6:  Examine the role of economics and trade.  How did trade help promote the 
building of successful communities, and eventually, successful kingdoms? 
 
Question #7:  Read “Daily Life” on P. 173 of the text, part of Section 3: Life on the Manor, as 
well as take into consideration your readings from the section.  Explain the challenges of a 



peasant during the time period, and most importantly, explain why/how they would see this 
lifestyle as appealing for those people who were not of noble birth.  
 
Question #8:  Reflect on the role of the King in Medieval Euorpe with that of the common 
peasant/surf.  Which do you feel played the more vital role in society?  Explain. 
 
Question #9:  Explain the greatest contribution of Charlemagne, and how he helped influence 
the development of the Medieval Ages to what it eventually became.   
 
Question #10:  Compare and contrast the role of religion during the Medieval Ages, to the role it 
plays in modern society here in the United States. 
 


